
In the Peter Pan stories, we’re offered to look at the lightness and joy often associated with the carefree days of childhood. When we look at the story “When Wendy Grows Up”, we see the girl who loved being a child, who idolized the lifestyle that Peter had in his world of Neverland, grow up into an adult. Unlike what we expect, Wendy has come to terms with growing up and has realized that, while she still longs for them, there was a sort of foolishness in the way they ran about without a care in her younger days. Wendy has truly grown up, not only in the sense that her body is aged but in her outlook of the world. While this troubles Peter initially, he quickly finds a new playmate in Wendy’s daughter, who brings back the same lightness, innocence, and gaiety that she once had. The ending of the story was brought to bear an important point, in that Peter will always be the companion of these bright and innocent girls, and that they will all, as everyone does, grow up and head into the world of realism, nicely summing up the way most of us move through life.
