
In the essay “What makes Superman so darned American?”, the author makes the assertion that Superman is the quintessential American. He has a respectable job, a nice wife, and lives the basic American dream. From all external facts, his entire life mirrors that which society associates with the traditional “down home” American. The author of this essay proceeds to put forth his theory that Superman is a story of the immigrant experience, considering that while the known facts of his life may say that he’s a “good ol’ boy” from the country living a good life,  the reality is that he’s an alien. When he’s not in the shell of his mild-mannered life, he’s fighting the “bad guys”, taking on the world and fighting for the down-trodden.


While this is an interesting point, and certainly has a few good arguments for it if you look at the written facts, it doesn’t compare very well with the immigrant experience. Clark Kent (the supposed outside, American face that immigrants would maintain) has a lot going for him. He speaks the language flawlessly, he understands all the customs without fail, and he has little problem assimilating with the rest of society. The only issues he does have with blending in are a matter of personal choice, choosing to appear as a weakling in societies eyes, most likely due to an overcompensation to hide that he truly is super powered or a desire to have someone else protect him. Even Superman needs a superhero. As Superman (the inner, home culture face that an immigrant would keep hidden), things only get better for him. He’s now better than everyone else around him, with absolutely no negative attributes to counterbalance his experience.  Even better, nearly everyone loves Superman. He’s a hero, an idol, and everyone is happy when he’s around. He is accepted by society both as Clark Kent and Superman, with very little difficulties on his part.

While he may factually be an immigrant, very little about his experiences relate to that of a traditional American immigrant. The disassociation, sense of loss, and a feeling of not fitting in are all likely things he would have felt even if he was born human. He has been on Earth and raised as a traditional, American human since he was an infant. This is an interesting article, but I disagree on nearly all points.
