Journal: Cinderella


One of the most permeating factors within the story of Cinderella, regardless of origin, is the importance of magic and how it drastically impacts her life. Regardless of the hardship she has undergone, there still seems to be an external force wishing her good fortune. This magic is not provided purely by whim or fancy, however. It each story, the assistance she finds in life always seems to be at least partially due to her kind heart or related to some act of kindness she performed.


Within the all three versions, Cinderella is very kind to animals and takes care of them either in their time of need or just in her general behavior. These animals wish to pay her back for her charity and come to her in her times of need, be it removing her from her imprisonment, cleaning the home, or making her wishes come true. In all but the Chinese version, Cinderella is very modest with the help she is offered, and very sparing in taking anything from the magic that’s offered. In the Disney and Grimm versions of the story, she asks only for what she needs at the moment. The girl within the Chinese tale, however, is quicker to see that her lot in life isn’t fair and want to advance it through gold, pearls, and the most beautiful dresses.

The magical influence within all three stories is always very important, relating usually to the direct resolution of the fairytale. I feel it’s an important part of the story and in the lesson it aims to impart on society, both as a tale of morality and in giving people hope through the hard times. Magic is something that we as adults know doesn’t exist, but we all believe in on some level. The story, while mostly aimed at children, still puts forth the hope that there’s something out there that will look out for you. If you do good, accept your lot in life, no matter how unfortunate, and work hard, something will be out there working in your best interests.
